January
2020

Worship Times
St. Paul’s: Sunday—10 am
Crossroads: Saturday—5 pm
Sunday—10:15 am

Main Street Ministries,
a partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran
Churches, would like to welcome you to The Messenger!
Look inside at all of the fun stuff going on at both campuses.
We have a very busy few months coming up!
We hope to see you at all of the events!

St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran Churches are congregations of the
Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod
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A message from Pastor Kwame
Bon Ane! Habari Gani! Happy New Year! Merry Christmas and Blessed Epiphany!
Words in the new year from Pastor Kwame
When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart- from Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman
Blessings and peace to all of you, into new possibilities, journeys and opportunities to continue making
an impact on the community beyond our walls, beyond our own needs from the unknown to the expanding of grace and peace and the Light which is Jesus Christ. As you are reading this newsletter in the
new year surely, we are all still simmering in the radiant Light that comes with yet another year before
us of promise, proclamation, hope, mercy, grace, love and peace.
The Rev. Dr. Howard Thurman was a biblical scholar and theologian of African descent in his own right.
He reminds us that after all of the fellowship, the reunions and celebrations with family, community
and kindred spirits-there is work that indeed needs to be done. We return back hopefully, feeling a
sense of serenity and empowerment to be that Light among the nations; not for our own ego but so that
people around us have that sense that the Creator is always present.
Last month, among the many Advent and Christmas celebrations throughout the wider community,
during Crossroads Soup on Saturdays and over homemade soup (technically gumbo, family recipe) we
shared about family traditions and how we celebrate the holidays. I offered up what is known in many
circles of African Descent the tradition of Kwanzaa. Kwanzaa is a celebration of faith, of justice, of empowerment and of unity. Each day, we greet one another in our households with “Habari Gani?” or
“What’s the News?” In the 7 days of celebration of Kwanzaa there are seven principles that we strive
not only to live that day, but also to live throughout our lives.
So, what news does this new year bring for us not only as Crossroads and St. Paul’s, but for Main Street
Ministries?
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A message from Pastor Kwame
This is our time to be those priesthood of all believers and share about this pioneering and original
work of faith we are doing and committed to doing as the whole body of Christ! This is the time, when
we begin to dig in and find where we are called to serve! Are you interested in Food Justice ministry?
Then think about signing up to be a part of Hoagie’s Heroes: our food ministry as a resource to Hearts
for the Homeless shelter. Hoagie’s Heroes make lunches for those that the shelter serves. Or even what
about taking some time to serve with the Daily Bread Food truck? The truck drives and serves those
who need a hot meal! Or closer to home; do you have a passion for knitting and creating? The Comforters would love to have you aboard as well as the Prayer Shawl ministry! Maybe you didn’t attend seminary (or perhaps you did!) to follow the path towards ordination but you have compassion for visiting
folks who are homebound and would love to bring the Word and Communion; we need you for our Deacon/Lay ministry roles.
This is also the time when we as communities of faith, need to explore and without hesitation create
new avenues for ministry, places perhaps we knew there was a need but just didn’t know exactly how to
get involved. The Church, on a whole has done a poor job with wellness; Kandy Svec and myself at
Crossroads are launching a new wellness ministry not only for us as Main Street Ministries but also for
the communities beyond our walls, that are searching for sacredness ingrained into faith.
Dr. Thurman is indeed right; there is work to be done. Let’s begin this continual journey in this new year
immersed in the work, which is living out our faith through action together.
God’s Peace,
Rev. Kwame Pitts

Family Blessing
Join us at
St. Paul’s on Sunday January 5th at 10:00 am
as we continue our New Year tradition and celebrate with our
Annual Family Blessing .
Everyone will come up to the Baptismal Font and receive a
Blessing for the New Year.
Bring the family! Bring your friends! Bring your neighbors!
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Sharing A Call To Serve
Main Street Ministries is blessed to have so many ways to reach out and get involved with the
Community and within the Church.
Look at what both the Crossroads and St. Paul’s Campuses are doing!

Every Thursday morning starting at 9:00 am, one of our Sandwich Committee Teams meet at
Crossroads to prepare tasty sandwiches to be delivered to Riverside and eventually goes to a homeless
shelter or soup kitchen in downtown Buffalo to help feed those in need. Each Sandwich Team consists
of two people and it takes an hour to prepare and then an hour to deliver.
If you would like more information or would like to be on a team, please contact
Sharon Wall at 633-3950.
Every Sunday, two bouquets adorn the altar at St. Paul’s.
You can dedicate those flowers & can have multiple dedications. They are then delivered to our
shut-ins or hospitalized members after worship. Envelopes are in the pew racks and include prices.
You may place them in the offertory baskets during service.
If you know of anyone that may be celebrating a special event or is a shut-in, please let us know so that
we may add them to the list of recipients. If you have any questions,
please call St. Paul’s Office at 835-0407. Thank you!
Dear St. Paul’s
Thank you for the beautiful Altar Flowers. I am so grateful for the wonderful family I have
come to know as a member of St. Paul’s for 40+ years. I look forward to being back when my
knee is healed.
Sincerely,
Betty Aprile
Main Street Ministries is in need of volunteers to bring in K-Cups
(regular coffee, decaf, hot cocoa and teas) for our Keurig machines at both churches.
Our members and guests have been enjoying the fellowship before and after worship service
and we would like to continue providing a hot beverage of their choice at both our
Gathering Space at St. Paul’s and our Fellowship Room at Crossroads.

Please think about picking a box up next time you are at the store.
Thank you in advance!

Crossroads is in need of volunteers to be Worship Assistants, Ushers and to help with the Altar
guild needs (such as set up, clean up and also communion bread).
Please speak to Pastor Kwame if you are interested.
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Burrito Project

The Main Street Ministries youth group is participating in the Burrito Project the third Tuesday of every
month to prepare homemade bean and rice burritos and lunch bags to be delivered to the
homeless, poor and working poor living on the streets of Buffalo. This does not mean they need to
volunteer every month, but it is an awesome way for them to get involved!
Currently, we make and deliver 100 burritos and lunches. We are part of a national grass-roots
movement of Burrito Projects around the country and around the world.
We will meet at St. Paul’s at 6pm to make the burritos. And then from 7-9pm, we will be downtown
handing them out. You can volunteer for the first part, the second part, or both.
Our street team walks the streets of Buffalo, handing out food and coffee along with blankets, socks,
gloves, hats, scarves and clothing to the homeless men, women and children we encounter. We do not
ask why a person is homeless or in need; we provide warm, nutritious food without judgment and with
compassion and dignity, making eye contact, shaking hands, sharing hugs and sometimes sharing in a
moment of prayer or blessing.
Volunteers are welcome to donate needed ingredients, knit hats, scarves and gloves or donate socks,
work in the kitchen or volunteer on the streets.
Volunteers in the kitchen can be of any age, including young children with a parent present.
Street Volunteers can be mature teens (with a parent present) to seniors!
(Sorry, young children are not able to volunteer on the street).
Each month, I will need a couple of adults to drive. The job of the driver is to follow the group (as we
walk the streets) in a car with the extra supplies. We will run back to the car as we run low. I would also
love to have more volunteers in the kitchen to help prepare the food. If you would like to volunteer,
please let me know! This event is not limited to just the youth group!
Next project will be January 21st, 2020
Please remember that it is cold outside!
We are in need of more winter wear—ex. Gloves, socks, scarves, hats, blankets etc.
Please think about picking up some extra wintery things next time you are at the store!
There is a collection box in the front entrance of St. Paul’s.
They are always appreciated.
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Seeking Connections
Senior Group

M&M’s Senior Group 2020 Calendar

Jan. 8th at 12 pm—Crossroads: Amherst Senior
Center on the Move
There is indeed, something for every aspect of Feb. 12th at 12 pm—St. Paul’s: Chair Yoga and
our life’s journey to be involved in,
Relaxation Techniques with Kandy Svec
from our youth groups to our retirees
Mar. 11th at 12 pm—Crossroads: Book Discussion:
in our community.
Gilead, by Marilynne Robinson: Dave Lampe will lead a
book discussion on the novel.
Thanks to the hard work of our community
Wednesday, March 18, 2020—7 pm doors open, 8 pm
member, Kelley Omel, she is leading the charge event starts. Kleinhan’s Music Hall (3 Symphony Circle
for our M&Ms: Our Senior Group for
Buffalo) - Marilynne Robinson lectures as part of Babel
Main Street Ministries!
Series. Author of Gilead Tickets $35 ea.
Apr. 22nd at 12 pm—St. Paul’s : *TENTATIVE*
Please sign up for our weekly e-news for
Literacy presentation by Literacy NY Buffalo-Niagara,
announcements regarding the M&Ms, check Inc.
out our Facebook page and check back
May 13th at 12 pm– Crossroads: Fraud Prevention,
here for more info!
with Candace Vogel, Chief of the Special Investigations
Bureau at the Erie County District Attorney’s Office
Our next event, Amherst Senior Center on the Jun 10th at 12 pm —Reinstein Park—Guided Nature
Move, will be on January 8th at Crossroads.
Walk at 2 pm , led by members of Reistein Woods.
There will be a presentation on activities and Walk will be preceded by lunch at a nearby
services offered by the Senior Center. This
restaurant. Reinstein is $3/person.
event will include a small “cooking class”
July 8th– August 9th—Time TBA—Musicalfare:
featuring a dessert!
Swing, Swing, Swing—As written by MusicalFare: In
our 30th Anniversary season, we are thrilled to bring
Want to get involved? Contact Kelly Omel @ back a box office sensation that MusicalFare first
keanom82@gmail.com
produced in 1996. SWING, SWING, SWING! Is a
tribute to the 1940’s golden era of swing and jazz
Schedule of events ————->
music.

New Year and New Name for the Birthday Luncheon! We will now be called “Fellowship
Luncheon”. Birthdays can be even more encouraging and uplifting when you are among community!
Each month, members of our community gather together at local restaurants and diners across the
Buffalo/Amherst area to celebrate birthdays of our community members.
Is YOUR birthday upcoming? Want to know the next place the Birthday crew will be gathering?
The next Fellowship Luncheon will be held at McPartlands on Wehrle and Beach on
Tuesday January 21 @
11:45 am.
Janet Reidell has kindly offered to take the lead, so please RSVP to Janet @ 839-1935
by January 17 or email at reidell8@aol.com.
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Seeking Connections
Comforters
The Comforter/Prayer shawl group meets on the first Wednesday of each month excluding July and
August and weather permitting in the winter.
The quilts are put together by Coordinator Linda Schunak and brought to the group to tie quilts.
They are then sent out to Hospice and the little quilts are given to Harvest House for the babies.
Prayer shawls are knit and crocheted by several volunteers.
The Coordinators are Marilyn Emerson & Jean Brundage.
Shawls are given to those in need of comfort and prayers and are used to wrap around those receiving
them knowing prayers have been knit in as they were being made to feel the comfort of God’s love.
Prayer shawls are also given to the those making their confirmation.
Several blankets and Lap robes are given to Hospice and the VA Hospital a few times a year.
When there is a baptism at St. Paul’s, blankets are given to the babies and are made by Sara Gallagher.
Please also note that the January meeting is moved to
Wednesday January 8th because of New Year Day.

Adult Retreat at LCLC
Time for the 2020 Adult Retreat at LCLC! What are you doing the weekend of Jan. 10th-12th 2020?
Many of us will be discovering what it means to F.R.O.G. :) Won’t YOU join us for a wonderful Winter
Adult Retreat weekend at beautiful Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center? It’s a great weekend filled with
lots of fun, delicious food and great fellowship! The cost for the weekend lodging and 6 meals is $175
per person for single room occupancy and $155 per person for double room occupancy.
Mark your calendars and reserve your spot now on the sign up sheet in the back narthex of St Paul’s.
(Reservations must be made by Dec. 29th.) All are welcome… bring a friend or two - the more the
merrier! Any questions… chat with Barb Walter (716-574-8527).
Hope to see you there! God’s blessings be with you.

Bible Study

God on Tap is held the third
Monday of each month.
The next meeting will be held on
Monday, January 20th from 7—8 pm at St. Paul’s.
Come join us for fellowship, conversation and drinks!

Bible Study is held at both St. Paul’s and
Crossroads! We offer an Adult Forum that is
held every Sunday from 9-9:40 am before
worship at St. Paul’s, then again at 10am on
Monday mornings at Crossroads.
Come and join us as we delve deeper into the
Bible and discuss the importance that it has
on our lives.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Class resumes January 6th at Crossroads.
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Seeking Connections
Soup on Saturday (S.O.S)
Monthly, after our What’s the Good Word? Saturday Worship Service,
we gather together as a community with both music and offerings of homemade soup or stews.
We share stories as to the whys these recipes are important to us, reflect our childhoods or were
passed down to us. In December, our very own Pastor Kwame introduced us to authentic
homemade Gumbo. She shared stories of her heritage while we warmed both
our bodies and souls.
So join the community of Faith @ Crossroads, after our 5pm service for Soup on Saturdays
every second Saturday of the month.
Want to know when the next upcoming SOS will be? Sign up for our weekly e-news and check back here
for updates!
Our next S.O.S. will be on January 11th.

Its not to early to be thinking about this!
Reservations start Jan 1, 2020.
For 2020 Summer Reservations or information for the Lutheran House at the Chautauqua Institution
please contact Sue or Jerry Keppel
716-837-4602

Youth Group
Who can come? Anyone 6th to 12th grade!
When? One Saturday each month, we meet after 5 pm Worship Service at Crossroads.
We share in Worship together with our families and then stay to eat and enjoy games and
fellowship together. We usually stay until 9pm!
In January, Youth Group will meet on Saturday the 11th. If you haven’t joined us in a while, come and
see the new space we have at Crossroads!
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Ministry Fair
Main Street Ministry will be holding their first Annual Ministry Fair. We are going to have a variety of
active ministries housed at both St. Paul’s and Crossroads with job descriptions, gifts needed, and who
to contact. Here you can learn more about the different kinds of community outreach projects and
ministry that we do.
There will be tables set up for The Tiger’s Den Food Pantry, Daily Bread Food Truck, Hoagies Heroes,
Men’s Club, Bible Study, Hospitality, Comforters, Wellness Ministry and a lot more!
Come and grab a coffee and a donut! See what Main Street Ministries is doing!
January 12th at Crossroads
And
January 19th at St. Paul’s

Garden Nursery School
OPEN HOUSE!
Come and play, meet our staff, see our rooms at
Garden Nursery School held in
Crossroads Lutheran Church on
Saturday Feb 1, 2020 10 am - 11:30 am
Like what you see?
Registration Wednesday Feb 5th 6-7 pm.
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Sunday School
New Year Blessings to all!
During our month of December the children worked on rehearsing for the Christmas pageant and all
that work sure paid off!
What a wonderful job our children did and I am so proud of them all!
Thank you so much to all who helped make the pageant a wonderful success once again!
A special thank you to Bob Baus for agreeing to be the story teller for our Pageant!
Thank you to the men's club for removing choir pews.

To the multiple parents who helped with rehearsals and Pageant day!
To our musicians Paul Storfer, Cade Wyles and Matty Fortune.
Thank you to David Schunak for videotaping the Christmas Pageant.

If you would like a copy, please see myself or David.
Coming this month:
Family Blessing Sunday is January 5th!
The children will be assembling the Blessing Bags on Jan. 12th to go to the homeless.
We will be collecting donations through Jan 5th.
We are collecting:
Water, Granola bars/healthy snacks , Hand Warmers, Gloves/Mittens, Warm
Hats
Happy & Healthy New Year to You!
Love & Peace ~ June
10
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January at St. Paul’s
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Happy New Year
Office is closed
8pm AA

2
3-7pm TDFP
6pm Alanon
7:30pm CR

3

4
5pm SSC

5
6
9am Adult BS
10am BS
10am HC/
7:30pm GS
Sunday School/
Family Blessing
1pm ROH
7pm Alanon

7
7pm CC
7:15pm GS

8
6:30pm ROHBS
8pm AA

9
6pm Alanon
7:30pm CR

10
LCLC Adult
Retreat
Weekend

11
9am MC
9a-1p TDFP
5pm SSC
6pm YG
6pm SOS

12
9am Adult BS
10am HC/
Sunday School
1pm ROH
7pm Alanon

13
10am BS

14

15
6:30pm ROHBS
8pm AA

16
3-7pm TDFP
6pm Alanon
7:30pm CR

17

18

19
9am Adult BS
10am HC/
Sunday School
11 am Ministry
Fair
1pm ROH
5-7pm
Confirmation at
Crossroads
7pm Alanon

20
10am BS
7pm GOT

22
6:30pm ROHBS
8pm AA

23
6pm Alanon
7:30pm CR

24

26
9am Adult BS
10am HC/
Sunday School
1pm ROH
2pm Snowball
Classic
7pm Alanon

27
10am BS

29
6:30pm ROHBS
8pm AA

30
3-7pm TDFP
6pm Alanon
7:30pm CR

31

21
5:30 pm Burrito
Project at St.
Paul’s

5pm SSC

25
9am MC
9a-1p TDFP
5pm SSC

7:15pm GS

28

AA—Alcoholics Anonymous

ECO—Eggertsville Community Organization

ROH– Ray of Hope/ ROHBS - Bible Study

AL—Al-Anon

GS—Girl Scout Meeting
GSL—Girl Scout Leadership Meeting

SSC—Saturday Service at Crossroads

BS—Bible Study

GOT—God On Tap

TDFP– Tigers Den Food Pantry

CC– Church Council

HC—Holy Communion

WTG– Way to Go Tours

CR—Choir Rehearsal

MC—Men’s Club

YG– Youth Group

DBFT—Daily Bread Food Truck

NFC– NAMI Family Classes (BM –Board Meeting) YV—Yogavation
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January at Crossroads
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
2
Happy New Year AA 6pm
Office is closed

Fri

Sat

3

4
Alanon 10am
Worship 5pm

5
HC 10:15am
Annual Meeting
11am

6
Bible Study
10am
Amherst Alumni
Chorale
Rehearsal 7pm

7
AA 6pm

8
M&M’s 12pm

9
10
St. John’s Board
meeting
11:30am –
3::30pm

11
Alanon 10am
Worship 5pm
Youth Group
6pm

AA 6pm
SOS 6 pm
12
HC 10:15am

13
Bible Study
10am

14
AA 6pm

15

16
AA 6pm

17

Ministry Fair
11am

18
Alanon 10am
Worship 5pm

19
HC 10:15am

20
Bible Study
10am

Confirmation
5-7pm

Office is closed

21
AA 6pm

22

23
AA 6pm

24

25
Alanon 10am
Worship 5pm

GOT 7pm
26
HC 10:15am

27
Bible Study
10am

28
AA 6pm

29

30
AA 6pm

31

Snowball
Classic 2pm
Amherst Alumni
Concert 3pm
AA—Alcoholics Anonymous

ECO—Eggertsville Community Organization

SM– Seniors Meeting

AL—Al-Anon

GS—Girl Scout Meeting
GSL—Girl Scout Leadership Meeting

SOS—Soup on Saturdays

BS—Bible Study

GOT—God On Tap

SCT– Sandwich Committee Team

CC– Church Council

HC—Holy Communion

TDFP– Tigers Den Food Pantry

CR—Choir Rehearsal

MC—Men’s Club

YG– Youth Group

DBFT—Daily Bread Food Truck

NFC– NAMI Family Classes (BM –Board Meeting)
13

Concert at Crossroads
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Tiger’s Den Food Pantry
Thank you to everyone who helped the Tiger’s Den Food Pantry serve over 70 families in December.
Through your generosity, we could not only offer food, paper products, and personal care items, but
also gift items they could choose from to give as gifts for Christmas. From ornaments, blankets, slippers,
and so much more, Moms and Dads found gifts they could give to their children, and children found gifts
for their parents. This was a huge and unexpected experience for all of our families! Tiger’s Den was
also the recipient of numerous donations from the community, to include the Eggertsville Hose
Company, Project Goodness, Mighty Taco, CALL Moms Softball League, the Buffalo Yacht Club, Project
Wrap (Warmth, Rest, Acceptance, Peace), the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and so many more.
Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to growing in 2020!
The Tiger’s Den Food Pantry is open the first, third, and fifth Thursday of each month from
3:00 pm to 7:00 pm, and the second and fourth Saturday of each month from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Our dedicated volunteers, many of whom have been with us since the Tiger’s Den opened in
May of 2017, can attest to the fulfilling part of helping – we have a lot of unexpected “ah ha” moments.
If you are interested in volunteering or need additional information,
please contact Adrienne at St. Paul’s 716-835-0407.
The Tiger’s Den Food Pantry hours for January are:
Thursday: 2nd, 16th & 30th from 3:00 – 7:00 pm
Saturday: 11th & 25th from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Donations for January: salt, sugar, and spaghetti sauce

The Daily Bread Food Truck

Daily Bread Food Truck Schedule
The Daily Bread Food Truck has started their “Delivery” schedule! Every second and fourth Saturday of
the month. Our first month’s deliveries in December went off without a hitch!
What a blessing it is to be able to share food with those in need!
Thank you to everyone that helped support this mission throughout the year.
Congratulations to the Daily Bread Food Truck for another successful season of ministry.
We look forward to 2020! The new schedule and more information to come.
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A partnership between Crossroads and St. Paul’s Lutheran Churches

St. Paul’s Lutheran Campus
4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226

Crossroads Lutheran Campus
4640 Main Street Snyder, NY 14226
Pastors: Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell) and Kwame Pitts (716-553-0219)
Communications Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo (St. Paul’s Campus 716-835-0407)
(Crossroads Campus 716-839-1314)
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