April
2020
A partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran Churches

St. Paul’s Edition
Worship Times
St. Paul’s: Sunday—10 am
Crossroads: Saturday—5 pm
Sunday—10:15 am

Main Street Ministries,
a partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran
Churches, would like to welcome you to The Messenger!
Look inside at all of the fun stuff going on at both campuses.
We have a very busy few months coming up!
We hope to see you at all of the events!

I am sure by now, we are all going a bit stir-crazy and want to get back to our “normal” lives. We want
to meet together and worship, hug each other, sit with each other (less than 6 ft apart). Until that day,
here are a few ideas that might help you and the family get through without losing your mind
completely.
1. Come join us on Wednesday night for our weekly Lenten catch up Zoom call OR Sundays after
service. Pastor Steve will be providing the links and you can come and see everyone without
leaving your home. But, Stay Engaged: Setup a routine Facetime or Skype time to talk with
friends and family.
2. Exercise! There are so many amazing workouts that you can watch online OR try to enjoy the
Spring weather!
3. Find a "buddy": Reach out to people who are home alone. Setup a time for a weekly phone
call, or go old school and write a letter!
4. Spring Cleaning: Spring is right around the corner. Take the time to get a head start on
cleaning and touching up the house. Get ready for the Summer months and warm weather.
5. Set a goal: Create a list of tasks you would like to accomplish. Start with 3-5 things, don't get
too ambitious. Being overwhelmed won't provide much motivation. Make a plan on how to
complete task one then set a reasonable timeline!
6. Get smart: Watch an online class or webinar on a topic of interest, then share what you've
learned with your family and friend
Soon enough, we will be together again. Until then, stay well...stay safe...and keep SANE!
St. Paul’s is a congregation of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod
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A message from Pastor Steve
Friends and Missionaries at St. Paul’s,
It is a wild and crazy ride right now being church and moving into Holy Week. We are continuing the
broadcast worship on TV at 10am Sunday and on FB Live at the same time. I hope and pray that this
has been a blessing for you. We’ve actually found that over 200 people are confirming with us each
week they are using these digital formats for their worship time. So, in an incredible way, we are
growing the church even when the brick and mortar doors are closed!
I wanted to let you know the most up to date, concretely fluid plans we have for Holy Week. We have
checked in with the County leadership and they are currently asking all churches to NOT gather in
parking lots for outdoor or in-car worship. We will certainly honor that for the sake of our neighbors
and flattening the curve. We’ll look forward to whatever our next in person worship will be and treat it
as another Easter Sunday!!
Palm Sunday - regular online and on TV worship with Zoom gathering afterwards
Maundy Thursday - Facebook Live (and YouTube after) brief service of songs and stripping of the
altar.
Good Friday - We will have our large cross out on the front lawn of the church. Throughout the day, if
you are traveling for essential reasons, swing by church with your index cards, hammer and nail, and as
we do during confession, nail your own name to the cross. Weather permitting, I will leave a prayer out
there to read through. If you can’t travel, but want to “be there,” please email your names to the church
office at katie@stpaulseggertsville.org and we will write/nail your name to the cross. At 7pm, I will
lead a brief service on Facebook Live from the front lawn next to the cross.
Easter - regular online and on TV worship with Zoom gathering afterwards
We are doing our best to keep you connected to this powerful time in the church year that is needed
now more than ever. I’ll email litanies to read on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, or you can access
Mary Wolf’s Devotions on the Facebook site or paper devotional.
I miss seeing each of you and look forward to reuniting soon in the sanctuary. Until then, keep praying
for our world’s healing, our health care workers on the front line, our churches to reinvent themselves
to bring God’s good news to everyone, and the power of Easter to carry us through it all!
Be safe. Be healthy. Be blessed.
ps
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A special note from the office at St. Paul’s
Adrienne and I would like to pour out our heartfelt thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers who have
stepped up and made this crazy time more endurable. We have witnessed such grace and humbleness
from you all. We appreciate the support that you have all given to us as we try to navigate through this
trying time. We are so blessed to be working at St. Paul’s.
Thank you for making our jobs a little easier by showing such love.
Love, Katie and Adrienne

A message from your Council
With COVID-19 upon us, we are dealing with unprecedented amounts of uncertainty. News
is fast developing and every day brings a new change to our lives like we never imagined.
We are writing this letter to remind you that St. Paul’s still needs your ongoing financial support. For
those who have had their employment altered or eliminated, our prayers and support are with you. We
are writing this letter for those who can still provide, as a friendly reminder that your weekly offerings
continue to be a very importance source of income to support not only St. Pauls' ongoing expenses, but
our ministry activities. Please prayerfully send your gifts via mail to the church office, or it is easy to set
up on-line giving use the following link. If you need any assistance please give the office a call.
https://stpaulseggertsville.org/online-giving/
We sincerely hope you and your loved ones are staying safe and healthy. Together in Christ, we are
strong, and if we all do our part, we’ll get through these difficult times. Don’t forget to laugh every now
and then, and go wash your hands!
The Finance Committee

First Communion
When we announce the new date for First Communion Sunday,
we will love to invite everyone to share in this blessed day.
Please look for announcements as we move forward. Soon enough, we will be gathering together and
sharing God’s meal.
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Youth Group
Weekly Check-ins – We will be having weekly check-ins every Saturday evening at 6pm during the
month of April on Zoom. We will have a short devotional, followed by a discussion, and then some kind
of interactive activity. Lookout for the Zoom ID code. If you do not see it, feel free to reach out to Adam.
Burrito Project – The burrito project is still happening during this time. We are taking extra precautions while preparing the food, as well as not coming in close contact with anyone while handout out the
burritos downtown. Volunteers needed! (If you feel sick at all, please stay home!)
Spaghetti Dinner – We will post the new date for the fundraiser as soon as everything is back up and
running.
If you need anything at all, please feel free to reach out!
Aweber308@yahoo.com

Sunday School
As I contemplate how to approach this message during these trying time’s I think of what each of us
may be doing with our time, besides home schooling our children. Perhaps we’re going through boxes
and organizing. Which makes me think of a lesson I shared about Jesus healing the blind man, how the
Pharisees didn’t like it or know how to accept it because it didn’t fit into their box (except my example
in the lesson was playdoh in a mold) of what they expected of Jesus. The lesson spoke of people
wondering if perhaps this man was born blind because his parents sinned. Which wasn’t the case.
The bible teaches us of Jesus healing the blind and Jesus raising the dead to help us better understand
the miracles that can only come from God so that we may glorify Him!
There will be times when bad things happen, or God doesn’t answer prayer requests the way we might
want Him to. That’s when we try to fit God into our own box, or our own idea of Who He is. If you really
believe in the Son of Man, Jesus, then understand that He is in charge, not you.
Scripture tells us that God wants to do immeasurably more than anything we can imagine. It’s like He
wants to do “more than more than” we can imagine. And waiting and watching God do “more than more
than” can be amazing!! Remember that there isn’t a box for God that can ever encompass the depth and
height and breadth of His mercy and grace.
So, take those boxes, encourage your children to show how God’s love can overflow those boxes with
gifts to donate to those in need. And remind them that nothing is too big for God!
Peace, Love & Faith,
June
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Burrito Project

The Main Street Ministries Youth Group is participating in the Burrito Project the third Tuesday of
every month to prepare homemade bean and rice burritos and lunch bags to be delivered to the
homeless, poor and working poor living on the streets of Buffalo. This does not mean they need to
volunteer every month, but it is an awesome way for them to get involved!
Currently, we make and deliver 100 burritos and lunches. We are part of a national grass-roots
movement of Burrito Projects around the country and around the world.
We will meet at St. Paul’s at 6pm to make the burritos. Then from 7-9pm, we will be downtown
handing them out. You can volunteer for the first part, the second part, or both.
Our street team walks the streets of Buffalo, handing out food and coffee along with blankets, socks,
gloves, hats, scarves and clothing to the homeless men, women and children we encounter. We do not
ask why a person is homeless or in need; we provide warm, nutritious food without judgment and with
compassion and dignity, making eye contact, shaking hands, sharing hugs and sometimes sharing in a
moment of prayer or blessing.
Volunteers are welcome to donate needed ingredients, knit hats, scarves and gloves or donate socks,
work in the kitchen or volunteer on the streets.
Volunteers in the kitchen can be of any age, including young children with a parent present.
Street Volunteers can be mature teens (with a parent present) to seniors!
(Sorry, young children are not able to volunteer on the street).
Each month, I will need a couple of adults to drive. The job of the driver is to follow the group (as we
walk the streets) in a car with the extra supplies. We will run back to the car as we run low. I would also
love to have more volunteers in the kitchen to help prepare the food. If you would like to volunteer,
please let me know! This event is not limited to just the Youth Group!

Next project will be April 21st, 2020

5

Confirmation Class

St. Paul’s Confirmation
students took a walk
(6 ft away from each other, of
course), and wanted to inspire
people as they took walks as
well.
“Fear not for I am with you; be
not dismayed, for I am your
God, I will strengthen you, yes,
I will help you”, Isaiah 4:10.
Just because we cannot be
with each other doesn’t mean
we still cannot reach out to
each other.

6

Tiger’s Den Food Pantry

At a time when so many families are facing food insecurity issues, the Tiger’s Den Food Pantry
continues to operate. We now have 84 families who come to the pantry once a month to receive
non-perishable food, fresh fruit and vegetables, paper products, and personal care items.
In an effort to safeguard our loyal volunteers and our families, we are no longer allowing families to
come into the pantry and “shop.” We are instead pre-packing bags with the above items based on the
size of the family. On pantry days, the bags are placed on tables outside the building, and families can
pick them up from there. This drastically reduces the amount of time there is interaction between
volunteers and families.
We are working closely with the Daily Bread Food Truck to reach out to those Amherst families who
depended on the school breakfasts and lunches to feed their children. We received 100 bagged lunches
that were not picked up by families from the Amherst Schools, and were able to give all of them out to
our pantry families. The Daily Bread Food Truck will still be preparing meals on the second and fourth
Saturdays to feed our pantry families.
We have also been contacted by the Food Bank of WNY to assist with families in areas where their local
food pantry has been forced to close. Details are still being worked out.
We want to express our sincere gratitude to everyone at St. Paul’s for their continued support.
Your generosity at this difficult time continues to stock our shelves and feed our families. Our families
were very happy to receive rolls of toilet paper as a result of St. Paul’s “toilet paper challenge!”
Stay safe and healthy, Adrienne
April hours: Thursday 4/2, 4/16, and 4/30 from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm; and Saturday 4/11 and
4/25 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Donations for April are: sugar, oil, and spaghetti sauce.
(We continue to take donations for the pantry. Please call the office at 716-835-0407 prior to
dropping donations off, and we will open the outside door so you can drop off your donations on
the carts inside the door.)

Daily Bread Food Truck
A new Daily Bread Food Truck Schedule will be starting very soon as we approach our new
2020 Season!
For now, The Daily Bread Food Truck is going to continue their “Delivery” schedule through April.
Every second and fourth Saturday of the month starting at 10 am, volunteers deliver the meals that
were earned from the “Get One Give One ” events that we ran back in 2019. If you are interested in
helping with delivery during the month of April, please contact Katie at katie@stpaulseggertsville.org.
The truck will also be reaching out to the community during this time of need on both Thursday and
Sunday evenings. On Thursday nights, the Daily Bread Food Truck will be set up in front of St. Paul’s
serving hot meals from 4:30-6:30 pm. Each week will be a different menu. On Sunday night, the truck
will be parked at Windermere Elementary School from 4:30-6:30 pm. They will be serving hot soups.
On each night, two volunteers will be in the truck and two volunteers will be bringing the food to
people’s cars.
What a blessing it is to be able to share food with those in need!
If you would like to get involved for the upcoming 2020 event schedule, please email
Barb Walter at barb@thewaltersweb.net or call the office at 716-835-0407. Everyone is welcome!
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4007 Main Street
Eggertsville, NY 14226

4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226
716-835-0407
www.stpaulseggertsville.org
Pastor Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell)
Administrative Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo
Youth Director: Adam Weber
Music Director: Paul Storfer
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