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A partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran Churches

St. Paul’s Edition
Worship Times
St. Paul’s: Sunday—10 am
Crossroads: Saturday—5 pm
Sunday—10:15 am

Main Street Ministries,
a partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran
Churches, would like to welcome you to The Messenger!
Look inside at all of the fun stuff going on at both campuses.
We have a very busy few months coming up!
We hope to see you at all of the events!

Even though we are not able to worship together in the St. Paul’s sanctuary,
you are still able to worship at home.
Please remember that you can tune-in to see Pastors Steve and Jeremiah at 10 am every Sunday morning
on MeTV (Channel 67 For DIRECTV, Channel 5 for Cable, Fios, Dish Network, Antenna tuned to 67.1)
Join us also for St. Paul’s Zoom Coffee 1/2 hour right after worship. A link will be emailed out on Fridays.
If you would like to be added to the email updates that go out every week, please email the office at
katie@stpaulseggertsville.org or call 716-835-0407.

We have a new key-fob system!
If you are on the Church Council, please contact the office to make an appointment to pick up your
new key. Your old key-fob will no longer work.
For now, Church Council and Staff will be the only ones with key-fob access until St. Paul’s re-opens.
If you have any questions or need to access anything in the church,
please contact Katie or Adrienne at 835-0407 during office hours (9:30 am—1:30 pm). Thank you!

New Missionary Ceremony
We will be celebrating our New Missionaries on Sunday June 14th
after Worship Service during our Coffee 1/2 hour Zoom session!
Please come and join us as we welcome them to St. Paul’s!

St. Paul’s is a congregation of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod
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A message from Pastor Steve
Dear Missionaries and Friends of St. Paul’s,
I’m writing this to you with nothing but excitement for what the future holds for St. Paul’s and the new
normal we will look to create in the weeks and months ahead.
Moving through these viral times has been incredibly difficult for so many. We grieve with those who
have experienced personal loss. We wrestle together with the changes we’ve had to go through. We
miss some traditions and patterns that we might not get back. But at the same time, new patterns are
emerging, new experiences are happening and new mission potential is being created through the Holy
Spirit right before our eyes.
In the past few weeks, we’ve made the transition into the digital worship world and increased our
reach tenfold! People are able to worship together through social media and Zoom, as well as others
who would never think of or be able to enter the St. Paul’s sanctuary. We’ve been able to reconfigure
how to do weddings and funerals. And just recently did our first baptism again!! The Tiger’s Den and
Daily Bread have expanded their reach and the food truck shared over 2000 free meals during the
pandemic.
So now our challenge becomes, how do we become the church we need to be for these new times?
I’ve entered in a coaching process through the ELCA called The Anchor Church Movement. Much like
we did with Crossroads, it will help us to further assist other churches, organizations and families
figure out their mission in this time. One of the things we never really clarified before entering into the
partnership with Crossroads was: what is the “culture” of St. Paul’s? What makes the mission successful and brings/keeps people here and engaged? What are the traditions, Scripture, and experiences
that are important to this community of faith that molds who we are?
So we created a Vision Team to work through this process. And we’re going to start this process NOW.
Most churches would wait until the pandemic is clear and normal returns, but not us. We’ve got too
much MM! (Missional Momentum!)
In the days/weeks ahead, we’ll plan some “gatherings” to do three things:
Scriptural Insights – what Bible verses are important/meaningful to you?
Historical Insights – what are important moments in St. Paul’s history?
Experiential Insights – what experiences have brought you and kept you at St. Paul’s?
And we’re going to do this in a few ways. The Scriptural Gathering will be on Zoom toward the end of
June. The Historical Gathering will be a combination of emailing in stories and hopefully an outdoor
event in July. The Experiential Gathering will take place in person toward the end of summer or fall.
Your stories will help the Vision Team hear more about the culture of St. Paul’s and help cast our vision
into the future. This will affect how we worship, how/why we gather, where we focus the mission,
what staff we need most, and how best to use the building/campus and more.
It’s going to be exciting and I want all of you involved. The first Gathering will be on Zoom so please get
signed up and ready. We will have a large gathering for that one and will split between small and large
groups (technology is amazing isn’t it?). And if you can’t be on Zoom, we will have you send in your
submissions and we’ll share them live that night.
If you have questions, feel free to contact me or someone on the Vision Team. This is going to be a great
summer of conversation and sharing, staying connected and driving this mission forward for the sake
of Jesus Christ in the world.
I’m so glad you are a part of it!!
Be safe. Be healthy. Be blessed!
Still in One Peace,
ps
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Vision Team
Vision Team Missionaries:
Vern Stein
Bobby Simpson
Karen Freeburg
Mary Hazlett
Adam Weber
Roy Kaczynski
Wendy Fortune

A message from your Council
Thank you for input through SurveyMonkey to assist us in what re-opening may look like at St. Paul’s.
The world changes every week and we continue to monitor information provided by the state, synod
and the news in order to determine what this may look like. As of the writing of this letter, we still have
not determined when that may be. We will continue to survey, listen, and pray in order to make the best
decisions possible as we move forward.
Please remember that St. Paul’s still needs your ongoing financial support. For those who have had their
employment altered or eliminated, our prayers and support are with you. For those who can still
provide, your weekly offerings continue to be a very important source of income to support not only
St. Pauls' ongoing expenses, but our ministry activities. Please prayerfully send your gifts via mail to the
church office, or it is easy to set up on-line giving through the website.
Also, although we have delayed our annual meeting set for May, we do want to produce our annual
report. If you need to provide an article, please send to Katie at the church office by Wednesday,
June 17th.
Scott Fierle (President, Church Council)

Daily Bread Food Truck
Since the beginning of the Covid-19 restrictions, the Daily Bread Food Truck (DBFT) has continued to
reach out to those families in need in our community.
As of May 31, 2020, the DBFT provided free meals and soup to over 2,200 individuals, and provided
prepared meals to more than 100 Tiger’s Den Food Pantry families.
As we continue to experience the phasing-in of the new normal, the DBFT will continue to adapt to meet
the mission of “get one, give one.” The truck will adhere to the safe-distance regulations and other
government requirements.
This summer, the DBFT will be available for “drop-off catering” for your private gatherings – to include
parties, meetings, celebrations, etc. These can be at your home or a park - wherever you are gathering
while maintaining safe numbers and social distancing. Check out the website (dailybreadfoodtruck.com)
for some menu options and the forms to fill out. These events will help us rebuild our funding to be ready
to share more meals next fall and winter.
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Youth Group
Youth Bonfire I know everyone is starting to get a little stir crazy by now. I have gotten the OK to host a couple small
youth gatherings outside, on the front lawn of St. Paul’s. I need to keep the numbers to 10 people or
less, so there will be two dates to chose from. Saturday June 6th and Saturday June 13 from 7-8:30.
Anyone in grades 6-12th are welcome! Please let Adam know which date you are available.
ALSO! Congratulations to all of our 2020 seniors!
Peace and Love,
Adam Weber
aweber308@yahoo.com

Burrito Project
The St. Paul’s Youth Group is still participating in the Burrito Project the third Tuesday of every month
to prepare homemade bean and rice burritos and lunch bags to be delivered to the homeless, poor and
working poor living on the streets of Buffalo.
Currently, we make and deliver 100 burritos and lunches. We are part of a national grass-roots
movement of Burrito Projects around the country and around the world.
Things have changed a little during this “self isolation” time, but food is still being made and people are
still being fed. For the time being, Confirmation families have been volunteering to make the burritos at
their homes and drop them off to a local shelter downtown.
Huge thanks to all who have volunteered so far!
If you would like to help out to either make burritos OR to deliver them downtown, please contact the
office at 716-835-0407.
Next project will be Tuesday June 16th, 2020

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone that participated in the Youth Group Chiavetta’s BBQ Chicken Fundraiser.
Because the first event was so successful on May 12th,
the decision was made to do it again on May 26th!
Because of your support, the Youth Group raised $4,800!
100% of all proceeds go toward the trip next summer for the
ELCA National Youth Gathering. Right now we have 12 kids planning to attend.
The Youth Group would like to thank you once again for your continued support. We are hoping to
have another fundraising event this fall and then HOPEFULLY the Annual Spaghetti Dinner in the
spring of 2021. See you then!
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Congratulations Senior Class of 2020
Congratulations to our graduating Senior class of 2020 at St. Paul’s.
A round of applause to Mckenzie Israel , Chloe Vahue and Alex Gottler! We wish you all the best in
the future. We are thinking about you! Great job.

Shed is moving on...
This is our shed. It has fought the good fight, run the good race for many years now, and
unfortunately it is on its “last leg.” We have seen its’ decline in recent months and have been praying.

Praying for the “second coming” of the shed, that is.
We are offering you an opportunity. You, the wonderful supportive people of St. Paul’s, to help bring
new life where there is none … to allow our once lively shed to move on to greener pastures. We have
an increased need for outdoor storage with all of the amazing things that are done here at St. Paul’s (i.e..
outdoor games, chairs for front yard, basketball hoops and balls for the parking lot, and of course our
landscaping beautifying equipment and tools).
Please help us finally put this aging shed to rest.
Any contributions to this noble cause will be greatly appreciated.
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Sunday School
Over the past few months, Sunday school along with everything else has looked a bit different.
I hope that during these uncertain times the lessons sent were helpful and gave a sense of calm in
knowing that we can be certain in God’s love for us.
The lessons each included activities of things to do to tie in with the Gospel of the week. We also
offered SPARK Bibles to those who wanted them.
One week the activity was to do puzzles. We don’t always know what the puzzle is until we add all the
pieces. Just like Jesus’ disciples didn’t know that it was Jesus Himself talking to them on the road until
they put the pieces together.
Another week the activity given was to make a kite and fly it on some of the windy days we’ve had.
This was to reinforce our lesson about Faith. Believing in things we can’t see. We can feel the wind but
can’t see it. We can also have faith by turning to God. Even though we can’t see it we can feel God’s love
in our hearts.
We had an activity where we made different sheep crafts. One was sending the kids out to
find rocks in their neighborhood. They would paint them to look like a sheep, write on the
back of them “Follow Jesus,” and then put them back around the neighborhood. This
was to remind us of the lesson that we are His sheep and that we should Follow Jesus!
For our lesson on keeping the Commandments, the children could use sidewalk chalk to
trace their feet on a curvy trail. They would write the Commandments inside the footprints, followed by then trying to walk in them without missing a step or falling off the
trail. It’s hard to do and it’s a reminder that we need the Holy Spirit to help us through to
keep His Commandments.
We concluded our Sunday school season with the Lord’s Prayer through a song and an interactive activity by placing different items in a bag and pulling each one out to describe
that part of the prayer to the children for a better understanding.
So, what’s next?
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!
Yes, that's correct! I am super excited to say that we will be doing VBS!
Again, that too will look different. In June, this will be talked about during our children's time on TV
worship and we will also send out a link to families for the website.
Then during the month of July, we will be offering interactive and super creative ideas that kids can do
and not to be compared to homeschooling! The kids will be able to watch a brief video and be given a
choice of activities. They can choose to take a picture of doing one of those activities and send it in to be
shared in a video presentation recap for the following week. We will also be offering a once weekly
zoom check-in with the kiddos!
This will also be interactive with the Global Barnyard (an ELCA international agricultural project) and
we will be providing boxes for the kids to collect pennies. The pennies will be used where needed most
to support livestock, agriculture and other projects which help farmers and families with the
resources they need to thrive.
So, stay tuned for more on VBS and all the exciting things that are about to unfold!
Peace, Love and keep the Faith,
~ June Piette
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Tiger’s Den Food Pantry
Alleluia! June has finally arrived. The continued support we have received from everyone has kept the
Tiger’s Den well-stocked for our pantry families. We wanted to share with you this month the
expansion of our vegetable garden. Thanks to Jeff Brzycki, we now have two additional planting beds,
which brings the total amount of planting space up to six beds. Earlier in the spring we had a very
dedicated, truly gifted gardener volunteer to take over the garden this year. Special thanks go out to
Robin Comeau. Robin has single-handedly transformed the vegetable garden space into its very own
paradise! From the pictures, you can see she has added above-ground beds where she planted herbs,
and the actual vegetable planting will take place shortly. Robin also added a bench where you can come,
sit, and enjoy the garden. We also want to thank the Spoths and the Vilonens who will be donating the
vegetables we will be planting. All of this helps make the Tiger’s Den self-supporting.
June pantry hours: Thursday 6/4 and 6/18 from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Saturday 6/13 and 6/27 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Pantry items for June: We decided not to request items as we have done in the past. However, if you
happen to be shopping and passing by St. Paul’s, we can always use spaghetti sauce, canned
vegetables and fruits, cereal, and healthy snacks.
(Please call the office at 716-835-0407 prior to dropping donations off,
and we will open the outside door so you can
drop off your donations on the carts inside the door.)
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4007 Main Street
Eggertsville, NY 14226

4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226
716-835-0407
www.stpaulseggertsville.org
Pastor Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell)
Administrative Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo
Youth Director: Adam Weber
Music Director: Paul Storfer
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