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ST. PAUL ’ S E DI T I ON

Welcome to the “Summer Edition” of
The Messenger.
We are excited to announce that there are a
lot of different events being planned for the
re-opening of St. Paul’s coming soon!
Look inside for details.
Even though we are not able to worship
together in the St. Paul’s sanctuary presently,
you are still able to worship at home.
Please remember that you can tune-in to see
Pastors Steve, Julius, and Jeremiah at
10 am every Sunday morning
on MeTV (Channel 67 For DIRECTV,
Channel 5 for Cable, Fios, Dish Network,
Antenna tuned to 67.1)
Join us also for
St. Paul’s Zoom Coffee 1/2 hour
right after worship. A link will be emailed
out on Fridays.

4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226
716-835-0407
www.stpaulseggertsville.org

Please note….
We have a new key-fob
system!
If you are on the
Church Council, please
contact the office to make
an appointment to pick up
your new key. Your old
key-fob will no longer
work.
For now, Church Council
and Staff will be the only
ones with key-fob access
until St. Paul’s re-opens.
If you have any questions
or need to access anything
in the church, please
contact Katie or Adrienne
at 835-0407
during office hours
(9:30 am—1:30 pm).
Thank you!

Pastor Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell)
Administrative Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo
Youth Director: Adam Weber
Music Director: Paul Storfer

S T. PA UL ’S I S A CO NG REG A TI ON O F THE N IAGA RA F RON TIE R C O NF ERE NC E O F THE
U PS TA TE N E W Y O RK S YN OD

A note from Pastor Steve
Dear Missionaries at St. Paul’s,
It’s time to get moving into the 2 step of the new Vision conversation! And I’m excited to announce
that it’s not just going to be over a Zoom meeting!!
nd

Historical Gathering – Thursday August 20 – 7-8pm
Parking Lot of St. Paul’s
Here’s what we learned from the Scriptural Gathering in June. For our St. Paul’s community,
scripture is most important as (1) comfort/inspiration during the sacred moments of life (weddings,
funerals, grief, joys, etc.) and (2) as guiding principles for how to live out life. It was great to share so
many powerful verses and we’ll be posting them in groups on the St. Paul’s Facebook page and
Messenger in the weeks ahead.
For our Historical Gathering, here’s what we want you to reflect on in advance.
- What were significant events to you in your time at St. Paul’s during the 60’s, 70’s, 2010’s, etc.

decade? (ex: you got married at St. Paul’s in the 90’s; you were confirmed by Pastor Blah Blah Blah in
the ????’s)
- What specific ministries have been important to you at St. Paul’s and when? (ex: you were a member of
the choir in the 80’s)
And if you are saying to yourself, “Self, I just recently became a missionary at St. Paul’s over the past
few years. I don’t have much “history” here.” Hogwash! You do and it’s really important. So reflect
on this question: “What brought you to St. Paul’s and what keeps you here?”
We will start you off with an online (St. Paul’s website) and in print outline in August. But we want
to hear what you would add to it. No event is too big or too small.
As usual (usual being twice), you have options for ways to be part of the night:
(1) On-Site – BYOLawnChair, mask and historically important event on a 3x5 card to leave with our
Vision Team. Parking will be limited so you can park at St. Paul’s, St. Ben’s or Brunners as well;
(2) Zoom – One of our Vision Team members will host a Zoom small group so that those that are out
of town or not comfortable coming back yet can still jump in. We’ll send you the link once you
register in the office;
(3) Send your historical event and story in early via email or letter.
Bottom line: we want you there!! You are an important part of St. Paul’s story and we need your
input to hear what historical events stand out to the St. Paul’s community.
What next? By August 16 , please call or email the church office (office@stpaulseggertsville.org) to
let us know you’re coming. (Also, if it rains, we can have groups in the Parish Hall following new
social distance guidelines and building capacities.) Hopefully you still remember how to get
here! Arrive at 6:45pm and park in designated spots in our lot or at St. Ben’s/Brunners. Looking
forward to getting together again and sharing important history of St. Paul’s!
Be safe. Be healthy. Be blessed.— Pastor Steve
th

Vision Team Missionaries:
Vern Stein, Bobby Simpson, Karen Freeburg, Mary Hazlett, Adam Weber Roy Kaczynski,
Wendy Fortune

ReOpen Team

Safety and Fellowship
Both in conversation and in the congregational survey, we are hearing the same message
from most of you. We miss each other. We miss our church home. We want it to be safe
when we return to 4007 Main Street, but we also want it to be the warm and welcoming
place we know. The ReOpen Team is working on how to make that happen.

For four August Wednesdays, we can be together for Musical Devotions. We will be
safe. You will RSVP so we will know when we have reached full numbers (40-50), and
ushers will seat you in individual or family groups at the end of every other pew. We will
wear facemasks. But it will also be a time of fellowship. We will feel the sunlight streaming
through the stained-glass windows. We will look around and see faces that we last saw
bundled in winter woolens. We will hear live music soar through the space. It will be
beautiful.
Our current hope is to have our first on-site church service on September 13, and again, we
will be safe with limited numbers, spread-out seating, and masks. A lot of us are hearing the
things we cannot do: no singing, no communion, no shaking hands, no coffee hours. That
most certainly does not feel like fellowship or the connection we crave. But look at all the
amazing ways we have found to share the story and to hear others’ voices through TV,
Facebook, YouTube, and Zoom. We are no different from our kids who will do anything to
spend time with their friends. Our new world has invented 7:00 p.m. salutes to medical
workers, birthday and graduation parades, and circle meetings with friends on lawns and in
parking lots. Pastor Steve has found new grace and joy in having a bride and groom serve
their families communion at their wedding and being present as parents baptize their child
in our sanctuary. The ReOpen Team is imagining new ways to share the peace and to
experience church, and we want to hear all of your ideas, too.
Feel free to contact me or any of our ReOpen Team with your thoughts.
Debbie Howe (716-597-6740), Mike Brenda, Judi Gersic, Adrienne Leary, Paul Storfer, Todd
Vahue, Lonny Walter

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with them”
Matthew 18:20

Musical Devotions

Scripture Lessons
During the Vision Gathering in June, members submitted some scripture
lessons that were important to them.
We will be posting a few more every Wednesday on Facebook. BUT, you don’t need to wait
until then. Here are a some readings that you can look at now!
Mary Wolf: Romans 8: 38-39
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Barb Biegner: John 6, 35, 44, 53-54 (Hymn #702)
(35) I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in me
shall never thirst
(44) No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him; and I will raise him up
on the last day.
(53-54) Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you,
he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last
day.

Judy Gersic: Matthew 22: 37-39
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your mind. This is the greatest
commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
Dave H: Mark 8: 35-36
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the
gospel's, the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul?
Ken Reagan: First book of Corinthians
Chick Biegner: Book of Jonah
Debbie Howe: John 16: 12-13
I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.
Wendy Fortune: John 13: 34
A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one
another.
Richard and Betty Venator:
Psalm 23, Psalm 46:10 "Be Still and know that I am God...", Proverbs 3: 5 and 6- "Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding...", "the Prayer of Serenity"
and the "Prayer of St. Francis".

Burrito Project

The St. Paul’s Youth
Group participates in the
Burrito Project the third
Tuesday of every month
to prepare homemade
bean and rice burritos
and lunch bags to be
delivered to the
homeless, poor and
working poor living on
the streets of Buffalo.

We will have a small
group in the kitchen
making the burritos at
6pm, and then another
small group walking
around downtown
Buffalo handing out the
burritos from 7-9 pm
(we will be wearing
masks and keeping a
good distance).
Let Adam know if you
are interested!
Next project will be

Youth Group
We were looking at all of the beautiful auction baskets that
people donated for the Spaghetti Dinner this past spring and
were trying to figure out what to do with them….then
BAM….someone said that we should have an online Chinese
auction through Facebook!
Because of the current global issues, the Youth Group has
decided to forego anymore plans for future fundraisers for the
National Youth Gathering, so what would the online auction
money be used for? We can’t plan on the National Gathering
and we can’t go to Darien Lake like we usually do, SO—We have
decided to end this summer off with a socially distanced
outdoor movie party!!!
Before college starts, before “school” starts, and before
WHOEVER KNOWS WHAT COMES NEXT starts….we want to
enjoy each other and make some memories.
The online Facebook auction will be for the week of
August 10-14. The link for the auction will be posted on the
St. Paul’s FB page next week. We will post pictures of the
current basket up for auction and you will post the price you are
willing to pay for it. The highest bid before the close of that
basket will win. St. Paul’s office will contact you to set up an
appointment to pick up your basket and drop off your check.
After the auction, we will plan on the
Youth Group Movie Night for
Saturday August 22.
There will be food! There will be games!
There will be prizes!
And there will be movies.
We will send out more information to the Youth Group so that
they know what they need to bring.

Thank you, St. Paul’s

Tuesday August 18th,
“Thank you, again, so much for your wonderful support this
year! Your gift will truly make a difference for our residents!
Best, David
- David E. McMullen; Executive Director of Development and
Marketing Niagara Lutheran Health Foundation

Virtual Vacation Bible School
During the month of July, our church teamed up with Zion, Parkside, and Lutheran Youth to create an
online version of VBS. Our theme was God's Good Creation!
We sent out fun weekly challenges for the kids to do at home. Such as create an obstacle course,
scavenger hunts, nature hunts and creating colorful cards to send to the residents at Greenfield
Manor in Lancaster (just to name a few). The kids could send in pictures and videos doing their
challenges and it would then be posted for others to view.
We also collected money for God's Global Barnyard to help families in need.

At St. Paul's, we had a kick start to the program by having Spencer's Animal Encounters come to the
front lawn of our church. The children all wore masks and sat 6' apart as Spencer gave his
presentation.
Afterwards, the kids could interact with the animals. What a great start to the summer!

Please note

Please remember that
even though the church
office is open, we are
still abiding by CDC
rules.
We ask that if you plan
on coming to the
office, please contact
either Pastor Steve or
the office staff in
advance to let us know
of your visit.

Tiger’s Den Food Pantry

Just a short note this month! With so much of our work at
Tiger’s Den now taking place outside in the parking lot, we have
a new addition. The tent that now stands outside the Tiger’s
Den door helps protect our volunteers from the elements while
working with our families. We can now put out the pre-packed
bags and other items under the tent for our families to
pick-up. The tent was put up just in time – we finished getting
it up as the torrential rain started to pour – thank you Jennifer!!
We have also had an interesting development in our garden. It
appears the local deer have found out what a good job Robin has
done, and decided they would help themselves to some
tomatoes and beans! We agreed, we are all “God’s creatures!”
Pantry hours for
August: Thursday, 8/6 & 8/20 3:00 pm-6:30 pm
Saturday, 8/8 & 8/22 9:00 am-12:30 pm

Masks are still
mandatory in the
building and we ask that
you remain 6 feet apart
as well.
The health and safety of
our staff,
volunteers, and
members are priority to
us and we want to make
sure that we create a
safe space for everyone.
Thank you!

Due to Covid-19, Lutheran Charities wasn’t able to
meet and celebrate. But, Congratulations to Dave and
Judi for receiving the Magi Award!

Judith Gersic & David Wolf
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

