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St. Paul’s Edition
Worship Times
Look inside for news about how
St. Paul’s is planning on re-opening
and offering in-person
worship services.

Main Street Ministries,
a partnership between St. Paul’s and Crossroads Lutheran
Churches, would like to welcome you to The Messenger!
Look inside at all of the fun stuff going on at both campuses.
We have a very busy few months coming up!
We hope to see you at all of the events!

Even though we are not able to worship together in the St. Paul’s sanctuary,
you are still able to worship at home.
Please remember that you can tune-in to see Pastors Steve, Julius, and Jeremiah at 10 am every
Sunday morning on MeTV (Channel 67 For DIRECTV, Channel 5 for Cable, Fios, Dish Network, Antenna
tuned to 67.1)
Join us also for St. Paul’s Zoom Coffee 1/2 hour right after worship. A link will be emailed out on Fridays.
If you would like to be added to the email updates that go out every week, please email the office at
katie@stpaulseggertsville.org or call 716-835-0407.

New Key Fobs!
St. Paul’s has new keys!
For now, Church Council and Staff are the only ones with key-fob access.
If you have any questions or need to access anything in the church,
please contact Katie or Adrienne at 835-0407 during office hours (9:30 am—1:30 pm). Thank you!

Thank you, St. Paul’s
A big part of what allows the students here to focus on the seminary experience is the knowledge that
their tuition is being paid in full thanks to the generosity and prayers of our donors. You are
responsible for this energy. Thank you for sharing your compassion and support for
United Lutheran Seminary.
God’s peace be with you, Rev. Dr. Angela Zimmann—United Lutheran Seminary Interim President
St. Paul’s is a congregation of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod
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A message from Pastor Steve
Dear St. Paul's missionaries,
Welcome to fall!! Maybe the weirdest one ever!!
You might be used to opening your Messenger in September and enjoy reading through all the start
up of ministries that are beginning again post-summer. Well, we will be restarting some things but
many of them will look very different for the fall. And by fall, I mean September because we are really
having to plan one month at a time at this point.
Read through the pages of the newsletter and notice how many of the ministries have "Covid-morphed"
a bit to continue to serve and love the community while still being safe. Youth, Sunday School, Tiger's
Den, Bible Study, God on Tap, Men's Club and Worship will all be happening but look different.
We are going to try to worship together in person September 13th at 10am in the parking lot. Obviously this will be weather permitting. And after that service, the ReOpen team will quickly evaluate and
adjust our plan from there. That team will be sending out another survey soon to help hear more about
where you are at right now so that we can do our best for the wider St. Paul's/Eggertsville
community. TV Church (#couchcongregation) WILL be taking place indefinitely. In fact, we've already
talked about booking Christmas Eve service times!
So make sure your seat belts are fastened. Make sure your trays are in the upright and locked
position. (Remember these phrases from when we used to fly??) It might be a little bumpy but God's
calmed storms, waves, chaos and even a grave. So God will get us through this too!
Know you are loved. Know you are not alone. Know you are part of St. Paul's!

Be safe. Be healthy. Be blessed,
ps

St. Paul’s Worship and Zoom Coffee 1/2 hour
Come join us at St. Paul’s on Sunday September 13th for
our first in-person worship service since March.
We will sit “socially-distanced” outside,
so bring your lawn chair!
“Zoom coffee 1/2 hour” will be cancelled that day,
but will resume the next Sunday after TV Worship.
More information will be posted and made available as we
get closer to the day.
We can’t wait to see you there!
<—————we made sure to include a picture just in case you
forgot what we looked like!
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A message from the Re-Open Team

We Begin to ReOpen . . .
I must begin with a heartfelt thank you to Paul Storfer for arranging and performing beautiful music in
our four August Wednesday Musical Devotions. The first two Wednesdays had an Easter theme and
featured the vocal talents of Leah Wietig. Pastor Steve had promised us in March that whenever we
opened church, it would be Easter, and Paul pulled out all the (trumpet) stops for the prelude!

The second two Wednesdays featured Gina Mayo-Hawk and a dancer interpreting inspirational music
such as “Amazing Grace” and “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” It was exactly what I needed to hear as I
follow the recent news from Minnesota and Wisconsin and prepare to teach U.S. history to 7th
graders.
Our attendance at the Devotions varied from 11 – 24 people. Everyone wore masks. People did need to
be seated by ushers to ensure social distance (staggered ends every other pew) and dismissed one pew
at a time (much like we have always done for Communion); they also needed to do any social gathering
afterwards in the parking lot. It was moving to see everyone in person and to sit in our church home to
hear live music and pray together.
As we all know, the services offered by Pastor Jeremiah, Pastor Julius, and Pastor Steve on TV,
Facebook, and YouTube have been both popular and spiritually sustaining. They will continue to offer
these services throughout the year.

We would like to have our first on-site, outside service on Sunday, September 13. It is important to
take advantage of some sunny fall weekends while we can. You will receive more details closer to the
date, but please expect that you will need to RSVP for the service. You will bring your own lawn chairs
and be socially-distanced by household group in the parking lot. We will find a way to joyfully share
worship together.
St. Paul’s will also be allowing renters such as Ray of Hope and Alcoholics Anonymous to again use
space in our building. Every outside group has to sign a renter’s COVID agreement to follow NYS Health
mandates, to keep track of their own attendance for contact tracing, and to cover any extra costs for
cleaning. We are lucky to have spaces for different sizes and functions to support our community’s
physical and emotional needs during this difficult time.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Debbie Howe 716-597-6740
Please remember that even though the church office is open,
we are still abiding by CDC rules.
We ask that if you plan on coming to the office,
please contact either Pastor Steve or the office staff in advance to let us know of your visit.
Masks are still mandatory in the building and we ask that you remain 6 feet apart as well.
The health and safety of our staff, volunteers, and members are
priority to us and we want to make sure that we create a safe space for everyone.
Thank you!
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Youth Group
What a crazy way to end the summer!
Unfortunately, we were not able to go to Darien Lake this year due to the current circumstances.
However, the Youth Group was able to celebrate the end of summer together for an outdoor movie night
in the St. Paul’s parking lot! It was a great time!
The next Youth Night is scheduled for Saturday, September 12th from 7-9pm.
This is completely dependent on what schools are doing for the time being. As long as schools are open
for in-person learning, we will be having in-person Youth Nights!
All are welcome on the 12th for food, games, and devotions!

Burrito Project
The St. Paul’s Youth Group is still participating in the Burrito Project the third Tuesday of every month
to prepare homemade bean and rice burritos and lunch bags to be delivered to the homeless, poor and
working poor living on the streets of Buffalo.
We will have a small group in the kitchen making the burritos at 6, and then another small group
walking around downtown buffalo handing out the burritos from 7-8:30 pm (we will be wearing masks
and keeping a good distance).
Let Adam know if you are interested!
Next project will be Tuesday September 15th from 6-8:30 pm
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God On Tap!

is BACK!
Come join us on Thursday September 3rd at 7 pm
Topic - CoronaChurch - Are we better or worse?
BYOCooler and lawn chair for the front lawn

Historical Gathering
It’s time to get moving into the 2ndstep of the new Vision conversation! And I’m excited to announce that
it’s not just going to be over a Zoom meeting!! We had to cancel the original night that was planned due to
setting up for Youth Movie Night, TDFP being open, AND 13 Baptisms being prepared.
(Yes….St. Paul’s is a busy place! )
Please join us for
Historical Gathering – Monday September 14th– 7-8pm
Parking Lot of St. Paul’s
For our Historical Gathering, here’s what we want you to reflect on in advance.
What were significant events to you in your time at St. Paul’s during the 60’s, 70’s, 2010’s, etc decade?
(ex: you got married at St. Paul’s in the 90’s; you were confirmed by Pastor Blah Blah Blah in the ????’s)
What specific ministries have been important to you at St. Paul’s and when?
(ex: you were a member of the choir in the 80’s)
And if you are saying to yourself, “Self, I just recently became a missionary at St. Paul’s over the past few
years. I don’t have much “history” here.” Hogwash! You do and it’s really important. So reflect on this
question: “What brought you to St. Paul’s and what keeps you here?”
We will start you off with an online (on St. Paul’s website) and in print outline in September. But we want
to hear what you would add to it. No event is too big or too small.
As usual (usual being twice), you have options for ways to be part of the night:
(1) On-Site – BYOLawnChair, mask and historically important event on a 3x5 card to leave with our Vision
Team, Parking will be limited so you can park at St. Paul’s, St. Ben’s or Brunners as well;
(2) Zoom – One of our Vision Team members will host a Zoom small group so that those that are out of
town or not comfortable coming back yet can still jump in. We’ll send you the link once you register in
the office;
(3) Send your historical event and story in early via email or letter,
(4) go to the St. Paul’s website and add your moment into the proper time block.
Bottom line: we want you there!! You are an important part of St. Paul’s story and we need your input to
hear what historical events stand out to the St. Paul’s community.
What next? By September 11th, please call or email the church office (office@stpaulseggertsville.org) to
let us know you’re coming. (Also, if it rains, we can have groups in the Parish Hall following new social
distance guidelines and building capacities.)
Hopefully you still remember how to get here! Arrive at 6:45pm and park in designated spots in our lot or
at St. Ben’s/Brunners.
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Sunday School

Pastor Steve and I put together a survey of options for Sunday School in the Fall
and sent them out to families. Since we are still in an unsure territory of how things
will play out once school resumes, we will be going forward with the
top 3 options that were chosen and will move ahead for the next
6 weeks as follows:
1. September 13th & September 20th TV Church Children’s Time Follow-up:
The Saturday before each service, I will email you some follow-up questions/discussions
so that after the Children’s Time on TV Church you can share the learning and
experience as a family.
Please join our “Zoom Check-In” after the
Sept. 20th service at 10:30 am as a family!
2. September 27th & October 4th Miss June’s Emailed Activities:
Lessons and activities will be emailed as was done in the Spring.
3. October 11th & October 18th Movie Night :
A movie will be chosen to watch with your family that I will be sending out.
Then, plan for some follow-up faith based questions
to answer as a family.
We will re-evaluate how things are going once October gets here and will be keeping
you all informed.
* Confirmation classes will be postponed until further notice.*
Peace, Love and Keep the Faith!
~ Ms. June
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Tiger’s Den Food Pantry

September is upon us and the Tiger’s Den continues to help those in need! We are so grateful for
everyone who has continued to support us with their donations and prayers. In preparation for
whatever the upcoming school year looks like, we have been providing our families with school supplies
and backpacks as needed. Once church reopens, we will add a list of items needed for the pantry in the
weekly Bulletin. (Kind of a return to normal!) The following picture was taken on Saturday, August 22
during normal pantry hours, with a couple of faithful volunteers: Carolyn, Deb, Michele, and John.

September Pantry Hours:
Thursdays 9/3 and 9/17 from 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm;
and Saturdays 9/12 and 9/26 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
(NOTE: Please call the office (835-0407) prior to dropping off donations. We will open the outside door
so you can safely drop donations off either at the office door or the pantry door.)

Bible Study
Weekly Bible Study is one of many things that has been put "on hold" by the pandemic.
Several people have asked if and when it will start up.
Pr. Steve and Mary Wolf are talking about how and when to start back up.
Here are some things to start with:
1. Begin with the new Church Year - Advent
2. Meet at St. Paul's, Tuesday mornings at 10 am (Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 to start)
3. Set up a Zoom platform so people who don't feel comfortable coming in person
could still participate.

Hope this is something you can start thinking about and looking forward to. Please stay well and safe!
Blessings! Mary

Remember that things are changing by the day.
Please check your email and/or facebook for updates.
If you need to reach us, please contact the office
at 716-835-0407 or email katie@stpaulseggertsville.org.
Stay safe, stay healthy, and know that you are loved.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4007 Main Street
Eggertsville, NY 14226

4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226
716-835-0407
www.stpaulseggertsville.org
Pastor Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell)
Administrative Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo
Youth Director: Adam Weber
Music Director: Paul Storfer
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