January
2021

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Please remember that even though the church office is currently still open,
we are still abiding by CDC rules.
While WNY is labeled Orange/Red, we ask that if you plan on coming into the building for any
purpose, you must contact the office staff in advance to let us know of your visit.
We respectfully ask you to please not stop by unannounced.
Masks are still mandatory at all times in the building and
we ask that you remain 6 feet apart as well.
The health and safety of our staff, volunteers, and members are a
priority to us and we want to make sure that we create a safe space for everyone.
Thank you!

Family Blessing 2021

St. Paul’s is a congregation of the Niagara Frontier Conference of the Upstate New York Synod
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A message from Pastor Steve
Friends and Missionaries at St. Paul’s,
Last spring, one of our St. Paul’s missionaries signed over one of their stimulus checks to me for my
discretionary fund to share with a family in need. It was a joy passing that directly onto a family that had
recently lost a job and was a bit overwhelmed with bills.
I’ve been thinking again: how can we invite others to do that in this next round of stimulus? The answer
seems to be: let’s invite more people into that level of sharing! Michelle and I will be sharing one of our
stimulus checks with St. Paul’s (whenever they arrive and whatever the government decides is the value - as
of this writing, it seems to be somewhere between $600-$2000.).
I shared this idea with the Church Council and several of them are showing their leadership by sharing some
or all of their checks as well. We also will have an article in this week’s Amherst Bee inviting the entire
Amherst community to join us. And so, I’d like to invite you to prayerfully consider it. Please note, only
consider this if you are in a solid financial position and don’t need the stimulus at this time. As I often say,
you can’t give to everything at St. Paul’s and saying “No” or “Not now” to this is more than OK. But if this
opportunity is one that “the deepest needs of the world connect with the greatest passions of your heart,”
then jump on board!

I’d like to narrow this down to SIX specific areas. You chose which one matches where you’d like to give. (If
giving by check/mail, just send a note with the offering or write on the memo portion. If giving electronically
through the St. Paul’s website, the dropdown menu on the Giving page will have these options.)
St. Paul’s General fund
Daily Bread Food Truck
Haiti Mission
WNY Church Unleashed
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Tiger’s Den Food Pantry, except I want to do it a little differently. Your donation would go toward
purchasing $25 Gift Cards for Food-Only Dinners at Local Restaurants for TD families. (The online option
will still just say Tiger’s Den.) Restaurants that have been so helpful in our mission at St. Paul’s over the
years to raise funds for various avenues of our mission can use the capital infused into their bottom line right
now (to bring staff back to work and pay bills so they don’t lose their businesses. Then with those Gift Cards,
we’ll be sharing them with Tiger’s Den families! This would be a great way to thank those restaurants that
have helped us (Tavern at Windsor Park, Buffalo Brewpub, SALT, Carrabba’s, Spot, Brunners) as well as other
restaurants that are doing good things for the community.

2

A message from Pastor Steve
We will honor your stimulus gifts in whatever way you’d like to direct them. Again, please take part only if
you’re able at this time. Call or email me with questions. We’ll continue this through the stimulus check roll
out period.
Thanks all! I’m blessed and humbled to be in mission with you!
Be well, healthy and blessed!
Pastor Steve

In the Church Family
~ Life events that happened in the month of December ~

We celebrate the birth of Eleanor Smith, daughter to Pastor Jeremiah Smith and his wife Katie.
Congratulations on your beautiful family addition!

We are reminded that this world is not our final home.
Please pray for the families of Betty Arbogast and Dolores Shearer as they grieve for their passing.
Please email us in the office with: baptisms, weddings, funerals, Confirmations, etc.
We’ll make sure to add it in each month!
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Youth Group and Burrito Project
Youth Night
Youth Night is cancelled for January. Families will be notified with any changes.
Burrito Project
The St. Paul’s Youth Group is still participating in the Burrito Project the third Tuesday of every month
to prepare homemade bean and rice burritos and lunch bags to be delivered to the homeless, poor, and
working poor living on the streets of Buffalo.
We will have a small group in the kitchen making the burritos at 6 pm, and then another small group
walking around downtown Buffalo handing out the burritos from 7-8:30 pm
(we will be wearing masks and keeping a good distance).
Let Adam know if you are interested!
Next project will be Tuesday January 19th from 6-8:30 pm

Please remember that the cold season is upon us. Also, that there are so many people here in Buffalo
that live on the streets. During our burrito deliveries, we bring winter weather clothing to give out.
And believe me, not only are they needed….but they are very appreciated.
So, if you cleaned your closets out during this pandemic and found extra blankets that
could be donated...we would appreciate it!
Also, we are in need of gloves, warm socks, hats, scarves, hand warmers, and mittens.

We wish you a Happy New Year!

As this year draws to a close, the staff at St. Paul’s would like to wish you and your loved ones a
VERY Safe, Healthy, and Blessed New Year!
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WNY Church Unleashed

Although In-Person Worship and gatherings have been cancelled at this time due to restrictions,
Please remember that you can tune-in to see Pastors Steve, Julius, and Jeremiah

at 10 am every Sunday morning on MeTV (Channel 67 For DIRECTV, Channel 5 for Cable, Fios,
Dish Network, Antenna tuned to 67.1).
The worship service is now called “WNY Church Unleashed.”
Join us also for St. Paul’s Zoom Coffee 1/2 hour right after worship at 10:30 am.
A link will be emailed out on Fridays.
If you would like to be added to the email updates that go out every week, please email the office at
katie@stpaulseggertsville.org or call 716-835-0407.

Haiti! - Or Bust!
Once a upon a time, in a far away place, before we ever heard of Corona as a bad thing, we were
celebrating the season of Lent at St Paul’s! My Lenten project was a fun little idea called Change for a
Change in Haiti. My how things have changed!
Building on this $52.68 - thank you - I am moving forward!
Hoping and praying optimistically, Michelle Biegner, Katie Braisted and I are joining a
medical/missionary trip to Haiti in March! I know, God willing and Covid allowing of course!!
It has come to our attention that Nora and Leon Gerson, our Haitian hosts, have a 2002 Toyota that is
nearing death. Over the rough terrain of Haiti, it’s used for virtually everything from taxi to ambulance
to moving livestock and supplies. Due to the coin shortage (ok, I know that is really a stretch, but still...)
I am now asking for any left over stimulus money you didn’t need or any other paper or check donation
you are able to make. Hopefully we can deliver this gift in person, but if we cannot safely go, I will
forward the funds to them. You can leave your contribution in church if you are attending, or send it
directly to me. I will send them altogether in the spring. Please feel free to make checks out to me,
Gail Singer, or to The Caribbean Children’s Foundation.
Any questions, ideas or thoughts on making this successful, I’d love to hear them!
Again, thanksGail Singer
358 Reist St
Williamsville, NY 14221
evansmom@roadrunner.com
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Sunday School
Thank you to all the families that helped decorate our Advent trees!
Look for more exciting things to come in the next month.
Have a safe and Happy New Year!
Peace, Love & Joy!
~ June
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Adult Winter Retreat Update
Dearest Friends,
As I write this letter to you, I am looking out at a beautiful autumn day in the middle of November!
(70 degrees!!!!) It is hard to believe I have to tell you that when everything seems wonderful as I enjoy this
gorgeous afternoon, that things are not all well and good! The turmoil of this pandemic continues to
weigh upon us. It is with a very heavy heart that I must tell you that we will be “postponing” our fun
winter retreat at LCLC in January 2021. Safety is first and foremost the main issue. BUT…. the good news
is we will be back together in January of 2022!!! Our dates are saved for us and we will enjoy one another
then - safely and happily. I pray that you are all well and safe. Continue to enjoy the incredible gift of our
“Church Unleashed” on TV each Sunday morning How blessed we are to have that connection with one another each week (along with Zoom “coffee time”)! With that I suggest to you to …. let go of what is past….
be grateful for and enjoy what remains and look forward to whatever is on the way in 2021!
Go be that Light that Pastor Steve always encourages us to be. Let your smile change the world. Don’t let
the world change your smile!! Please stay in touch with one another. God’s peace and love be with you!
Missing you all very much!
Hugs, smiles, love and prayers always, Barb Walter

More at St. Paul’s
If you read the Wall Street Journal in December,
You will have noticed our very own Ken Regan in an
article about the “Real Queen’s Gambit”.
And, yes. It is definitely Ken! If you didn’t know
that Ken is an International Chess Master,
now you do!
Congratulations, Ken!

We'll meet Tuesdays, starting again
January 12th at 10 am
(weather permitting) at St. Paul's

To read more….go to
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-real-queensgambit-catching-chess-cheaters-11607439491

(with masks and safely socially distant!)
Topic will be Esther: Queen and Heroine.
If you would like to attend but would need to
come via Zoom, let Mary Wolf know and we'll
work that out .
(Mary's e-mail: stpauls1827@juno.com).
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Your money at work
United Lutheran Seminary ~
At United Lutheran Seminary, we work to fulfill the needs of all our students. Thanks to endowment
support, we can offer up to full tuition to all of our students. Your gift makes this kind of revelatory
learning experience possible. Your gift is helping us to form the faith leaders of the future church.
Thanks be to God!
Rev. Dr. Martin Otto Zimmann—Director of Church Relations
Niagara Lutheran Health Foundation—The Leadership Council ~
This year’s Leadership Council campaign will help to support important new initiatives, such as:
1. Expansion of workforce development programs for our employees, 2. Remodeling of GreenField
Health & Rehabilitation Center to ensure the best possible resident experiences, and 3. Acquisition of
land for the advancement of our mission! Thank you again so much for your wonderful support of our
Leadership Council campaign again this year. Best Regards,
David E McMullen—Executive Director of Development and Marketing
Lutheran Charities of Western New York ~
Your generosity and commitment to Lutheran Charities help support Family Promise of WNY.
We are especially grateful for your support during these times of uncertainty as we inspire hope and
change lives in WNY. Sincerely,
Thomas E. Madden, Executive Director
The Lutheran Foundation of Western New York ~
As you know, the Foundation enables the congregations of the Niagara Frontier to better serve their
communities through grants for outreach programs and loans for capital improvements.
Your contributions will be added to the Investment Fund and will help to continue the Foundation’s
ability to support such programs as the Refugee Driving Program at Augustana and for 2020,
Lutheran Campus Ministry of Buffalo (LuMin). Thank you for your support of the Foundation’s mission
and your continued partnership in the philanthropic Lutheran community. Yours in Christ,
Barbara Biegner, Secretary/Treasurer
Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center ~
Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center is truly blessed by friends like you who give to our ministry.
Through gifts such as your, we are able to provide programs that encourage and nurture the spirit of
our guests and campers. Your generous donation will help us continue to reach out and connect with
many individuals. We are thankful for all the ways you support LCLC. Peace Lee M. Lindeman—Executive Director
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THANK YOU!!
We are humbled and thankful for the turnout for our first Holiday Needs Drive with our partners at
WBBZ TV | Buffalo's Buzz.
Hope and joy erupted for sure!! Over $12,000 (with our matching funds) in cash and gift cards along
with a truck FULL of food for FeedMore WNY.
Thanks to all the volunteers from
St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Parkside Lutheran Church, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clarence Center NY,
Tiger's Den Food Pantry and Lutheran Youth WNY
for making this all happen.
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The Daily Bread Food Truck Mission

The Daily Bread Food Truck will continue its mission to supply meals to our pantry clients and
neighborhood folks in the new year.
Jen and Emilie (our current chefs) are doing the lion’s share of the preparation and would welcome a
volunteer to help them on the Friday afternoons (before the Saturday/Sunday giveaways).
If you can help (even if it’s washing the pots and pans!), contact Katie in the office to let her know when
you’re available.
(Only one additional person in the kitchen will still keep everyone safe)
The upcoming dates are:
January 8 and 22
February 12 and 26
March 12 and 26

The Daily Bread Food Truck and the Tiger’s Den Food Pantry
have teamed up together again to help those hungry in the community during the winter months.
The Daily Bread Food Truck will be offering free meals at St. Paul’s to the
“Pantry Families” on Saturday mornings, and also to those hungry in our community the following
Sunday evening at Windermere Elementary School.
Saturdays January 9th and 23rd at St. Paul’s from 9am-12:30 pm
And
Sundays January 10th and 24th at Windermere Elementary School from 5pm-6pm.
If you would like to sponsor a “giving meal” event, please contact the office at St. Paul’s (835-0407)
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Tiger’s Den Food Pantry

Well, we made it through 2020, a bit worse for wear, and older both physically and emotionally.
Alleluia!
In December, Tiger’s Den was the recipient of food and gift cards from so many individuals, families,
civic groups, and organizations that it was hard to keep up with all the thank you notes.
Among the highlights were donations from the Amherst High School,
Amherst Retired Teachers Association, the Eggertsville Hose Company, the Amherst Teachers,
and of course the Holiday Needs Drive.
We are exceedingly grateful to everyone who continued to support the pantry during the tough times
in 2020. Thanks to you, the pantry never had to shut down during the Covid-19 pandemic!
A special thanks to the Amherst teachers who contributed to the 166 boxes of produce
donated to Tiger’s Den for the holidays.
Tiger’s Den hosted a Saturday Christmas “shopping” opportunity for the children of our families to
come and “shop” for gifts for their parents. We had 41 children come, “shop,” and share donuts.
A big thank you goes out to Katie Basham for all her support in making this happen, to Pastor Steve
who believed we could do something like this, and Barbra Walter, Jennifer Leary, Jay Basham,
Mike Brenda, and Deb Davern who helped make the day a success (already planning for next year!).

In 2020, the Tiger’s Den Food Pantry served a total of 715 families, which amounted to 2,043 men,
women, and children. We are looking forward to 2021, and expect the needs of our families
and others to continue in the new year.
***Happy 2021***
Adrienne
Pantry hours for January: Thursdays 1/7 and 1/21 from 3:00 pm to 6:30 pm,
and Saturdays 1/9 and 1/23 from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
4007 Main Street
Eggertsville, NY 14226

4007 Main Street Eggertsville, NY 14226
716-835-0407
www.stpaulseggertsville.org

Pastor Steve Biegner (716-868-1232 cell)
Administrative Director: Katie Nagel-Santillo
Youth Director: Adam Weber
Music Director: Paul Storfer
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